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“Dr. McCoy, you need to dial 

down your passion because 

some people interpret it as a 

micro-aggression”



“I’d love to wear a 

rainbow every day 

and tell the world 

that everything’s 

okay”



DEBRIEFING



• But first . . .







Chemistry

• Serotonin

• Octopamine

• Ratio of two brain chemicals that modulate 

communication between lobster neurons 

• Winning increases the ratio of serotonin to 

octopamine







Lobster Posture

• A lobster with high levels of serotonin and low levels 

of octopamine is a cocky, strutting shellfish

• This is because serotonin helps regulate postural 

flexion. 

• A flexed lobster extends its appendages so it can 

look tall and dangerous

• When a loser lobster is given seratonin it will strecth 

itself out and advance itself on former victors and 

fight longer and harder.



Lobsters

• If the dominant lobster is defeated its brain 

basically dissolves and it grows a new 

subordinate brain.

• Its original brain is not sophisticated 

enough to manage the transition from  

dominator to dominated.



Lobtsers

140 Million 

Years









#yoloacres



The Bad & 

The Ugly





Rabbit Holes







Admiral Rachel Levine



This is a Circle









The Current Landscape

• Scope & Purpose of Clinical Care

• Personal Autonomy & Consent

• Free Speech

• Compelled Speech

• Evidence Informed Practice

• The Chiropractic Cartel



The Chiropractic Cartel

• Remove CCE Only Language

• Remove NBCE Only Language

• Dismantle the FCLB 





































“Vaccination is kind of the door of hope for those 

people,” she says. “They couldn’t be there for the ones 

they lost, but they can protect what’s left and protect 

other people’s loved ones. Helping with vaccinations is 

a way to fuel the impatience in my belly of moving on. 

It was an action I could actually have control over. As 

soon as they asked chiropractors to help, I knew it was 

my cue.”























The Deniers Attack

















“There’s no credible evidence 

and it breaks my heart to say it”

https://www.screencast.com/t/GdohqUFE



“No evidence, my ass”

Amy Haas DC, Ph.D



“You Will be Under the Hand of the Law”





“It is not yet known 

whether

HVLA controlled 

vertebral thrusts 

have a clinically 

relevant impact on 

immunity.”



The Good







Informed Consent, Personal Autonomy, 

Evidence Informed Practice and Health 

Care Mandates

It is the individual’s decision whether or not to undergo a health 

care intervention. That decision comes about through an open, 

patient centered, evidence informed, consent driven process 

where the individual makes that decision knowledgeable about 

the evidence, comfortable with the intervention as safe, effective 

and consistent with their values. 





Sherman College of Chiropractic embraces the 

ethical principles of informed consent and 

personal autonomy in making health care 

decisions. Individuals have the right to make 

informed decisions concerning whether to 

accept or reject medical and other healthcare 

interventions. All medications and procedures 

carry an element of risk, and individuals are 

entitled to decide whether to accept or reject 

the potential benefits and risks of any drug or 

intervention without fraud, duress, or coercion. 

In acknowledging patient autonomy, Sherman 

College of Chiropractic adheres to the ethical 

principles of maintaining respect, integrity, and 

veracity. Sherman College of Chiropractic has 

not and does not require vaccination of 

students or staff. The college acknowledges 

that this is a personal decision for each 

individual. Furthermore, the college respects 

the right to freedom of choice in healthcare on 

the basis of personal, philosophical and 

religious beliefs.





















VertebralSubluxationResearch.com



ChiroCE.org









Credible Evidence?



















• From Rome . . .



Induce & Enhance

Studies demonstrate evidence indicating that chiropractic 

and spinal manipulation may influence immune system 

response. 

Studies suggest that manipulation consistently reduces the 

production of pro-inflammatory mediators associated with 

tissue damage and pain from articular structures. 

Other studies provide evidence that manipulation may 

induce and enhance production of the immune-regulatory 

cytokine IL-2 and the production of immunoglobulins. 



Boost?

• Attenuates

• Reduces

• Down regulates

• Ameliorates

• Decreases

• Modifies

• Reverses

• Normalizes

• Inhibits

• Enhances 

• Influences

• Increased capacity

• Modulates





Evidence 

Informed 

Practice



Epistemology







British 

Columbia

Efficacy 

Claims Policy





“has any beneficial effect on childhood diseases, disorders or conditions such 

as: ADHD (or ADD), autism spectrum disorders including Asperger syndrome, 

cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, fetal alcohol syndrome, or developmental and 

speech disorders.”



Acceptable Evidence?



British 

Columbia 

“Acceptable” 

Evidence







Evidence 

Informed 

Practice



Evidence 

Informed 

Practice



Evidence 

Informed 

Practice



Evidence 

Informed 

Practice



Evidence 

Informed 

Practice



Evidence 

Informed 

Practice



Sufficient Evidence

There is sufficient evidence to support the 

management of vertebral subluxation in a 

vitalistic, salutogenic model.

Foundation for Vertebral Subluxation 



The Fork in the Road







Immunity Research Agenda

• Project Outline 

• Scoping Review of Chiropractic & Immunity 

• Scoping Review of Biomarkers

• Conference

• Best Practices Statement 

• Integrative Review – Dr. Haas

• Database & Website

• Development of Protocols

• Feasibility Studies

• Health Outcomes Studies

• Health Care Policy



Steering Committee

• Christopher Kent DC, JD

• Amy Haas DC, Ph.D

• Jon Chung DC

• Ian Shtulman DC DACCP

• Joel Alcantara DC, Ph.D (C)

• Matthew McCoy DC, MPH

• Anquonette Stiles DC, MPH

• Christie Kwon DC, MS, MPH





Health Policy



The Problem

• We do not have a “research” 

problem.

• We have a political problem

• We have a marketing problem









Questions? 

Matthew McCoy DC, MPH

CEO & Co Founder

ChiroFutures Malpractice Program

Phone: 800.219.9090 FAX: 800.219.9619

drmccoy@chirofutures.org



Ethics & 

Consent



Schloendorff v. Society of New York Hospital -

1914

The plaintiff, Mary Schloendorff, was admitted to 
New York Hospital and consented to being 
examined under ether to determine if a 
diagnosed fibroid tumor was malignant, but 
withheld consent for removal of the tumor. 

The physician examined the tumor, found it 
malignant, and then disregarded Schloendorff's 
wishes and removed the tumor.

Schloendorff v. Society of New York Hospital, 211 N.Y. 125, 105 
N.E. 92 (1914). New York Court of Appeals - 1914 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Case_citation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Court_of_Appeals


Persaud v. NY Presbyterian



Informed Consent

What is the Doctrine of Informed Consent?



Informed Consent

Categories of Information

• What treatments involve (Broadly)

• Risks

• Benefits

• Alternatives

• Implications of declining treatment













Rights Under Quarantine

• Anyone quarantined in New Jersey can 

contest the order 

• Has the right to legal counsel

• Right to be given prior notice of any hearings 

• Right to send and receive communications

• Guarantees a person the right to privacy so 

long as it does not interfere with vital public 

health needs



















You are required to cooperate fully with all state and 

federal public health authorities, including the 

Georgia Department of Public Health, and to follow 

the measures outlined below.





The trouble with such civic mythology is that it is, ultimately, an

inaccurate description of past practice, and thus a misleading indicator 

of the theory on which such practice rested.

Our purpose in this paper is to describe just how mythological this 

particular civic myth is — indeed, to show that nearly every aspect of it 

is false: 

Preventive detention is not prohibited by U.S. law or especially 

frowned upon in tradition or practice. 

The circumstances in which it arises are not isolated exceptions to a 

strong rule against it; rather, they are relatively frequent. The federal 

government and all 50 states together possess a wide range of 

statutory preventive detention regimes that are frequently used, many 

of which provoke little social or legal controversy.

















Georgia Emergency Powers

Gives the state authority to commandeer private property 

and effectively take control of hospitals if “reasonable and 

necessary” for the emergency response.

2) To seize, take for temporary use, or condemn property 

for the protection of the public in accordance with 

condemnation proceedings as provided by law;

(3) To sell, lend, give, or distribute all or any such property 

among the inhabitants of the state and to account to the 

proper agency for any funds received for the property.







Medical Error

“A medical error includes an 

inaccurate or incomplete diagnosis 

or treatment of a disease disorder, 

injury, syndrome, infection or other 

ailment”

Part 3



Medical Error

• Inaccurate diagnosis

• Inaccurate treatment

• Incomplete diagnosis

• Incomplete treatment 

. . . of a disease, disorder, injury, syndrome, 

infection or other ailment













WFC & Pero







Pero

“It is clear from the literature review and the 

data presented above that spinal 

pathomechanics can cause hormonal 

changes that, in turn can lead to genotoxic 

responses, altered physiological states of 

health and disease. Hence it becomes 

imperative to research the possible scientific 

molecular basis for chiropractic.”

Johnson D, Pero R, Flesia J. Biochemical and endocrinological changes due to neuropathologic states that can 

lead to genotoxic consequences. A testable hypothesis for health effects induced by spinal pathomechanics. 

Chiropractic Basic Science Research Foundation. 







The Hypothesis

• Rome P. Neurovertebral Influence on Visceral and ANS Function: Some of the Evidence To Date - Part II: 

Somatovisceral. Chiropr J Aust 2010; 40: 9-33 









• Rome P. Neurovertebral Influence on Visceral and ANS Function: Some of the Evidence To Date - Part II: 

Somatovisceral. Chiropr J Aust 2010; 40: 9-33 

Immune Biomarkers



“Trigger”



Cytokines

Over 30 of them – Examples . . .

Interleukin-1 (IL-1), IL-12, and IL-18

Tumor necrosis factor alpha (TNF-α) 

Interferon gamma (IFNγ)

Granulocyte-macrophage colony stimulating factor (GM-CSF) 



“Enhancement”







“Reduces”

“Attenuation”

“Down Regulation”



“Ameliorates”

“Decreased”

“Reduced”



“Modified”

“Normalization response”

“Reversed”

“Attenuation”





Interleukin-2 (IL-2)

Increased secretion of interleukin-2 (IL-2) has also been found 

following chiropractic care. 

IL-2 is an important cytokine in T-cell-dependent immune 

responses. 

It also plays a role in the development, maintenance and survival 

of regulatory T cells making it critically important in immune 

tolerance. 

IL-2 is an immune-regulatory cytokine and signaling molecule 

necessary for the response to microbial infection as well as the 

body's ability to discriminate between self and non-self. 



“Increasing evidence supports . . .”

“Inhibitory effect”

“Can become enhanced following . . .”

“Influences”



“Increased capacity”

“Augmentation” 

“Modulation”

“Increased”

“Elevated”



“Reduction”





Widespread

To be sure, the literature base supporting 

the clinical role of chiropractic in supporting 

immune function is widespread and it is 

buttressed by the expanded depth and 

breadth of the literature on those manual 

methods, in general, that are directed at 

improving the structure and function of the 

spine and nervous system. 





“Positive effect”

“Therapeutic preventive”

“Protective”



18 

Studies

Reduce LOS

Reduced time to clinical stability

Decreased antibiotics

Decreased death

Decreased respiratory failure









Osteopathy & 1918 Pandemic

Osteopathy has also been credited with providing improved health outcomes 

during the 1918 Flu Pandemic.

Smith reported that mortality among a total of 110,120 patients with influenza 

treated by the 2445 members who reported “authenticated detailed case 

reports” to the American Osteopathic Association was 0.25%. 

Mortality due to influenza in patients receiving traditional medical care, 

however, was ultraconservatively estimated at 5% to 6%. 

Among patients with pneumonia treated medicinally, mortality was estimated 

at 33%, and even as high as between 68% and 78% in some large centers. 

The death rate due to pneumonia among 6258 patients cared for by 

osteopathic physicians was 10%.



Chiropractic & the Spanish Flu 

Pandemic of 1918 

In Davenport, Iowa, 50 medical doctors treated 4,953 cases, with 274 

deaths. In the same city, 150 chiropractors including students and faculty 

of the Palmer School of Chiropractic, treated 1,635 cases with only one 

death. 

In the state of Iowa, medical doctors treated 93,590 patients, with 6,116 

deaths - a loss of one patient out of every 15. In the same state, excluding 

Davenport, 4,735 patients were treated by chiropractors with a loss of only 

6 cases - a loss of one patient out of every 789. 

Rhodes W. The Official History of Chiropractic in Texas. 

Texas Chiropractic Association 1978 















So What About the Silent Killer?









Misleading Claims

































https://www.screencast.com/t/TKuR6QDv







“There’s No Credible Evidence”

https://www.screencast.com/t/upfx4DVKUbz



“There’s no credible evidence 

and it breaks my heart to say it”

https://www.screencast.com/t/GdohqUFE



“We’re Making Claims We Can’t Back Up”

https://www.screencast.com/t/g2CoOLkk



“You Are Going to be Under the Hand of the Law”

https://www.screencast.com/t/aogGgV75b





















Oregon








